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The sustainable seafood network of India aims to bring
together people and organizations to pursue common
goals that cannot be undertaken in individual
capacities.

SSNI aims to share information related to sustainable
seafood, coordinate related activities and join forces
for such activities that require joint efforts.

This occasional newsletter highlights events and
activities that have a great bearing on sustainable
seafood in India.
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By Saranya A Sankar, Coordinator SSNI
On this World Fisheries Day, the SSNIin partnership with the MSC, London presents
a photographic competition with the theme ‘Celebrating progress in fisheries
sustainability inIndia’. The photographic competitionis an open and no-cost
contest. With this activation, the hosting partners seek to inspire and capture the Photographic
\‘Ni|d‘, marine env.ironmen’f and all its vvpndgrful rgsourcgs we depend on for Qur competition to
livelihnoods, particularly wild-capture fisheries. This special calendar day reminds lebrat
us to fake actiontoday to ensure seafood for future generations. For more cele ra. e .
information and guidelines log on to: https://ssni.co.in/world-fisheries-day/ World Fisheries

Day
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By Dr V R Madhu. Principal Scientist, ICAR-CIFT, Kochi

Field trials to demonstrate the utility of using square mesh codends in the fishery
was carried out at Shakthikulangara Fishing Harbour, Kollam, Kerala. Two trawlers,
with the same dimensions and engine power, were selected for the
demonstrations on 23d February 2021.

The control vesselused the traditional codend used for shrimp trawling which
had a meshssize of 25 mm diamond mesh, whereas, inthe other tfrawlers, a
square mesh codend made from 25 mm diamond mesh was used. All
parameters like the design of the trawlnet, shooting and retrieval procedures of
the net, the fime of each haul, warp released etc. that could affect the overall
catchrate was kept constant in both the vessels. Mr Chinnadurai, Scientist and
Mr Nobi, P.S. and Dr Dhijudas, P.H., Technical officers from ICAR-CIFT were
present onboard to manage the fishing operations and collect and quantify the
catches.

Each haul was towed for 75 minutes duration and after the catch was emptied
to the deck, the weight of the total catch and samples were collected from the
total catch for speciesidentification and length and weight measurements. A
total of 3 hauls each were carried out using the diamond and the square mesh
codends. The diamond mesh codend had a total catch of 295 kg, from all three
hauls, whereas the total catch from the square mesh codend was 270 kg, which
isabout 8.47% less in the quantity in square mesh codend when compared to
the diamond mesh. However, the retained catch (after throwing away the
discards) insquare mesh codend was 83 kg, compared to the 73 kg in diamond
mesh codend. The percentage increase in the retained/ valuable catchin
square mesh codend was 13.2%, compared to diamond mesh. The overall
percentage decrease in the discardsin square mesh codend was calculated as
8.26.

The totalrevenue generated by the diamond meshrigged trawler for three hauls
was Rs. 9700, compared toRs. 12000 in the square mesh codend, whichin
percentage termsis 23.7 better.

The fishermen aboard were pleased with the square mesh codend's results and
expressed a wilingness to use it regularly. The clean catch, with less debris and
other discards, when using square mesh codend, was the most significant aspect
that drew them in. When compared to shrimp capturedin diamond mesh
codend, another aspect that raised the price of shrimp was the uniform shaped
and larger shrimp caught. The length of shrimp captured inthe square mesh
codend improved by around 10% on average. Due to the lower count of shrimp
collected in square mesh codend, fishers could get a better price per unit
weight.

More demonstrations are scheduled for other fishing harbours in Kerala in the
coming months to help fishermenrealize the importance of adhering to the legal
codends, both for the long-term sustainability of the resources and higher
earnings from their catch.
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Initial results of
square mesh
codend trials
in trawls
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By Dr Ranjit Suseelan, MSC Representative - India

MSC Process Flow - INDIA

Stage and Period Process Action done &
By Whom?
. * Species identification for MSC
Stage 1 Mapplng certification— 30 species
Scoping review and identified by CMFRI
2018 , P g . * 12 fisheries Prioritized
information collection
.
* Pre-assessment done for 12
Pre-assessments fisheries by Control Union
Stage 2 G IVsi inst th Pesca (Independent auditors)
2019 ap analysis agains e * Capacity Building Workshop

MSC standard done

Action plan « 11 fishery action plans were
Stage 3 developed by Control Union
2019 Development of plan to Pasca
address identified gaps
CMFRI Tasks
Fishery Improvement Projects * Stock assessment of target
Stage 4 ry P . J . species for the determination
2020 (FIP Action plan implementation of reference poinits & 1o
against the 3 MSC standards) develop harvest strategy and

harvest control rules.

* Development of Trawl Fishery
P1 [ 2k management plan
' Sustainable fish stocks g P
CIFT Tasks
T T T * Gear and onboard processing
2 impacts improvements
* Habitats & ETP GOK/ MPEDA-NETFISH Tasks
- * Management effectiveness
P3 puiles managen.lent * Enforcement & publicity
_ * Governance & Policy
R /

* Full assessment and pre-

assessment funded by SEAI
Stage 5 Full assessment * MSC Certified sustainable

2025 against the MSC standard fisheries with long-term value

and trade benefits




